
 

FY 2019 Borough Budget Consultations 

Manhattan - Department of Sanitation 

Meeting Date 9/6/2017 

AGENDA ITEM 1 : General Agency Funding Discussion: 

The purpose of holding the Borough Budget Consultations is to provide Community Boards with important 
information to assist in drafting their statement of District Needs and Budget Priorities for the upcoming fiscal year. 
As you know, Community Board Members are volunteers who may not be familiar with the budget process and how 
agencies’ programs are funded.  At the same time, Community Board members are very knowledgeable about local 
service needs. 
 
This year’s Manhattan agendas have Agencies begin the consultation with a presentation of their goals, funding 
decision process, and highlights of their funding needs.   
 
Then, the agenda continues with Community Boards asking about specific program funding. 
 
Lastly, the agendas include Boards’ requests on district-specific budget questions.  We request that the agency 
respond in writing, but have any further discussions on these items with the Community Boards outside of the 
consultation.  
 
For the General Agency Funding Discussion, please provide written responses and please be prepared to present on 
the following topics for 10-15 minutes at the beginning of our Consultation:  
 
1. Explain the process the agency uses to formulate goals and budget priorities.  
 
2. What are the current proposed FY18 and FY19 service and operational goals and proposed funding?  
 
3.   Which programs is the agency adding, dropping, or changing for FY18 and projected for FY19? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR AGENCY RESPONSES 
 

Budget change for FY 2018: focus on rats, trying new strategies to handle rats.   
Zero Waste program on 100 schools: 
1 new route in Manhattan, 1 new route in Brooklyn; 100 schools total. 
 
Methodology on the score card: scoring higher than ever.  Done by the Mayor's Office of Operations, based on 
statistical methodology; randomly send out surveys, unbeknownst to DSNY. 
 
 
5 paperless districts;  replacing paper system with huge bulletin boards for dispatch by computerization. 
 
"talking trash NY"  a innovative video to encourage public to remind every 

FOLLOW-UP: 

director of communications will take up Boards offer to put out support on talking trash 

AGENDA ITEM 2 : Vechicles and Equitment 



What is the current inventory of vehicles and equipment in the Manhattan districts?  Please provide an  
update of any equipment purchases made in FY 2017 and anticipated acquisitions in FY 2018 and FY 2019.  Are these 
purchases for replacement vehicles or new vehicles? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

new mechanical broom;  one small spreader, 2bigger spreaders 
 
collecting from NYCHA compacters 
 
15 haulsters assigned to Manhattan 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3 : Mechanical Brooms 

What is the status of mechanical broom deployment in Manhattan?  Has funding been increased in FY 2018 and are 
changes anticipated in FY 2019? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

Highway sweeping adding at entry ways to FDR, etc. 
 
CBs asking for reducing alternate side parking because of high ratings on clean up 
 
KG strongly opposed 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4 : Priority Capital Projects 

Which capital projects would DSNY recommend as priorities for the FY 2019 budget? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

Currently adequately funded but request that Boards continue to advocate for keeping at current levels 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5 : Staffing 

What are the current and projected staffing levels in Manhattan, including the assignment of 
enforcement agents? How do these staffing levels compare to staffing levels last year? Will funding be available to 
increase the DSNY headcount in FY 2019? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

Difference between Sanitation police and Enforcement officers 



 
Sanitation offenses on trash handled by Enforcement officers 
 
Sanitation police focus on illegal dumping, they carry guns so they can deal with potentially violent situations 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6 : Broader Use of Big Bellies of Rat-Proof Baskets 

Reflecting the changes in three New York City Community Districts (one in Manhattan) from wire baskets to Big Belly 
compactors and other large rat-proof baskets in response to serious rodent problems, can you discuss what funding 
is available to address this issue in the rest of Manhattan? Currently, City Council is using discretionary funds for 
needed rat-proof baskets and extra pick-ups (overtime); can additional funding be allocated to baseline these 
services? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

Big Bellies require a lot of attention, very costly to maintain -- people put a lot on top, including stickers over solar 
 
only being placed in BIDS and parks where they have staff to maintain 
 
compacters still required; not cost savings but do work for rats -- need servicing as often as wire,  but prevent vermin 
from access to some much food. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

testing to see how well it works for rat control in CD3, before deploying more around Manhattan,  also DOHMH is 
guiding the most EFFECTIVE strategies. 
 
Playgrounds worst offenders as food wast drive the waste 
 
Not yet found ways to reduce costs of big belly maintenance 

AGENDA ITEM 7 : Adopt A Basket Program 

Please update us on the Adopt-A-Basket Program in Manhattan.  Last year, you told us there were 890  
Adopt-a-Basket bins. Has that number changed since the last fiscal year? What funding is available for outreach to 
recruit more participants and will it increase in FY 2019? Please describe the outreach that is being done. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

Smaller stores more enthusiastic than big chains 
 
Program focuses on CORNER stores, they are ones who will get tickets the most 

FOLLOW-UP: 

CBS should Encourage all businesses who are interested to contact DSNY 

AGENDA ITEM 8 : Big Belly Update 

Please update us on the Big Belly Solar Compacters in Manhattan. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 



COMMENTS: 

 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 9 : Dirty Sidewalk Violations 

The FY 2017 Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report states that the number of violations issued for dirty sidewalks 
continues to increase compared to earlier years. The 4-month actual number of such violations increased nearly ten 
percent in FY 2017 compared to FY 2016.  Last year, DSNY stated that complaints about sidewalk cleanliness are 
usually among the most frequently received and attributed the increase in violations to assigning more supervisors to 
focus on sidewalk cleaning issues. How are resources allocated to address these complaints and do you anticipate an 
increase or decrease in FY 2018 and FY 2019? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

Continue to write tickets by enforcement agents and supervisors 
 
no decline in complaints so will stay on top. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 10 : Street Recycling Programs 

Please update us on the status of the Street Recycling Basket initiative.  Last year, you told us the agency did not have 
funding to expand the program and that 271 out of 892 baskets had been removed due to excessive contamination.  
How many recycling baskets are currently in Manhattan?  Has the funding been reduced in FY 2018 and do you 
anticipate a decrease in FY 2019?  Is funding available to improve the program through education and/or a different 
design for the basket? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

not sure needing paper recycling anymore, being taken care of; 
 
bins clearly marked but people don't do the right thing even though they KNOW what to do. 
 
focus on residential and highrise. 
 
Major contamination problem from street recycling program; people are not recycling properly, not due to a lack of 
education on how to properly recycle. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 11 : Snow Removal 

Please provide an update on the Snow Removal Program in Manhattan, including the deployment of  
vehicles, snow-melters, and Sanitation workers?  What is the funding for FY 2018 and will funding be increased in FY 
2019? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 



COMMENTS: 

Charter driven allocations. 
 
DOT clears bus stops with shelters; DSNY does those without -- but doesn't start clean up until all main plowing done.   
 
First priority is clearing streets for emergency services, PD and FDNY.  Anything pedestrian is quality of life is next. 
 
Snow laborers are supplied with shovels and protective vests.  When very cold, people don't show up.  They can sign 
up at garages, and through 311 and oline. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

If specific areas are highest priority (eg senior centers and nursing homes), CBs should tell DSNY and they will try to 
help 

AGENDA ITEM 12 : Ecycle NYC 

Please provide an update on the ecycleNYC program, including information regarding its current budget 
and any anticipated increases in the coming year(s). 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

dont have to pay for final disposal,  but everything else up to that point 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 13 : Collection NYC Organics 

Please update us on the status of the NYC Organics Collection program in Manhattan, including  
partnerships with other agencies to advance the program. Will funding increase in FY 2018 and do you  
anticipate funding changes in FY 2019? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

exact budget not yet worked out with OMB 
 
2.25 tons collected at main sites 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 14 : Jobs for Homeless 

Last year, you stated that the headcount goal for the Subsidized Jobs for the Homeless initiative was 300, but that 
only forty individuals had been hired.  Please update us on progress made during FY 2017 and where you anticipate 
the program to be in FY 2018 and FY 2019, particularly with regard to Manhattan. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

6 month jobs, constantly fluctuating -- location of work depends on where they live. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 



AGENDA ITEM 15 : DSNY Priorities 

Which expense programs would DSNY recommend as priorities for the FY 2019 budget? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

More $ for collection and more for outreach to schools. 
 
Tottaly depends on custodian.They view curbs as storage. 
 
Talk to DOE,  they cannot be issued tickets  -- only DOE can enforce their staff. 
 
Working with NYCHA to figure on how to get compacters there. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

Happy to have CBs reach out on specific: 
 
-  schools 
 
-  NYCHA sites that are problems. 

AGENDA ITEM 16 : District Specific Budget Questions 1 

Please update us on the development of the recycling MTS on the Gansevoort peninsula? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 17 : District Specific Budget Questions 2 

What is the status of the proposed garage for Manhattan Districts 6 & 8? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 18 : District Specific Budget Questions 3 

Please update us on the rehabilitation and building addition of the Manhattan 11 garage. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

 

FOLLOW-UP: 



 

AGENDA ITEM 19 : District Specific Budget Questions 4 

What level of funding is required to increase litter basket service for Community District 10? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 20 : District Specific Budget Questions 5 

Will Sunday litter basket service continue in district 7? 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

 
 

 

 




















	Manhattan_DSNY Notes and Attachments_9.6.17
	Manhattan_DSNY Attachments

